
Procurement, Resilient Economies and COVID-19

COVID-19 is having a
significant impact on
our local economies

Are the dollars you spend supporting your 
local economy?
Social procurement is a solution that governments and institutional
purchasers can mobilize to stabilize and recover local economies.

Opportunities to implement social procurement for a strong recovery

Utilize trade agreement
exceptions and thresholds

Utilize the trade agreement
exceptions to purchase directly from
non-profit organizations and make
under threshold local purchases

Review your internal 
policy thresholds

 Internal policy thresholds are often
below trade agreement allowances.

This is a good time to review and
potentially align

Unbundle larger contracts
Larger contracts can be unbundled to
provide more opportunities for local

businesses and SMEs

Require prime contractors to
utilize social procurement 

with subcontractors
Require prime contractors to use

local service providers for this work

Require community benefit
outcomes on construction and

infrastructure projects
Ensure that all major projects are
providing additional benefits to 

local communities

Identify and prepare for
“shovel ready” projects

Funding will be available for 
 community improvement projects
that can create local employment

What is social procurement?Small businesses in
BC represent 98% of all
businesses and employ 57% of
all private sector employees
90% of SMEs are currently
being impacted with many
facing closure
The tourism and hospitality
industries are  heavily affected
Unemployment rates are rising 
Social impacts are becoming
increasingly evident.

Every purchase has a social, economic, and environmental impact.
Social procurement is about leveraging additional value from existing
procurement to create social, environmental & ethical outcomes that
contribute directly to social and economic resiliency.
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How do I become a member of BCSPI? 
Visit www.bcspi.ca/membership to learn more

How can I learn more about BCSPI?
Contact Robert Fisher, Project Coordinator at rfisher@scalecollaborative.ca

The British Columbia Social Procurement Initiative (BCSPI) provides training,
resources and support to help procurement play a role in economic recovery 

Capacity building
Online training
Webinar content
Templates
Policy examples
Case studies
Expert consultation
Dedicated support

3-6 month plan: Align your procurement to community priorities

BCSPI members 
have access to:Topic-specific

webinars
Online training and

certification

Expert
consultation

Shared resources 
and examples

Social procurement toolkits
and impact measurement

Professional
development & training

Community
Engagement

Networking 
opportunities

Community of practice
forums & calls

Delivered in partnership by:


